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those arguments which their own observation and wisdom
would never have discovered.

Thus, sir, the ministers, in that instance of their conduct,
on which their political reputation must be founded, can
claim, perhaps, no higher merit, than that of attending to
snporionr knowledge, of complying with good advice when
it was offered, and of not resisting demonstration when it
was laid before them.

But as 1 would never ascribe to one man the merit of an-
other, L should be equally unwilling to detract from due
commendations, and shall therefore freely admit, that not
to reject good counsel, is a degree of wisdom, at which I
could not expect that they by whom the convention was
concluded would ever have arrived.

But whatever proficiency they may have made in the art
of government since that celebrated period, however they
may have increased tlunr maxims of domestick policy,
or improved their knowledge of foreign aflairs, I cannot
but confess myself still inclined to some degree of suspi-
cion, nor can prevail xjpon myself to shut my eyes, and de-
liver up the publick and myself implicitly to their direction.

Their sagacity, sir, may, perhaps, of late, have received
some improvements from longer experience, and with re-
gard to their integrity, I believe, at least, that it is not much
diminished; and yot I cannot forbear asserting the right of
judging for myself, and of determining according to the
evidence that shall be brought before me.

I have, hitherto, entertained au opinion that for this
purposes only we are deputed by our constituents, who, if
they had reposed no confidence in our care or abilities,
would have given up, long since, the vexatious right of con-
testing for the choice of representatives. They would
have furnished the ministry with general powers to act for
them, and sat at ease with no other regard to publick mea-
sures, than might incite them to animate, with their ap*
plauseH, the laudable endeavours of their profound, their
diligent, a$d their magnanimous governours*

As I do not, therefore, check any suspicions in my own
mind, I shall not easily be restrained from uttering1 them.